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\HIS Treatiſe is moſt 
humbly inſcribed to his 
Majeſty: 


To their Royal Highneſs 


| the Prince | and as 7 


Wales: 5 
To the Pa ac and 5 


Temporal, and Commons of 
Great-Britain in Parliament al- 


R ſembled: And, 


: 170 all true Il who 1 
cerely love their King and Coun- 
try, who deteſt and abhor that 
ambitious, proud, perfidi ious Na- 
tion of F rance, our inveterate 
A2 Enemies, 


PE 
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Enemies, with all their flatter- 

ing Vices and Faſhions invent- 
ec kept up, and propagated to 
ether more virtuous Nations, 

for their Peguction and utter 
Ruin; when their Cunning, 


Power, and * cannot other- 
wiſe prevail : 


And finally, To all who love 
the Memory of the late ever- 
memorable and glorious King | 

WILLIAu, who, in his laſt 
Speech from the Throne, wien : 
addreſling himſelf to the Houſe = 


of Commons, concludes i in theſe 


Words; © I hope what Time 
c can be ſpared, will be employ- 
ed about theſe other very de- 
« ſirable Things, which I have 
«fy often recommended from 
— £ me 


DEDICATION. 
& the Throne; I mean the form- 
<< 1ng of ſome good Bills for em- 
* ploying the Poor, for encou- 


& raging Trade, and ſuppreſſ 7g 
cc of Vice.“ | | 
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PREFACE 


ANY attempts have been 
made to make one law, which 
might effectually relieve and employ 
the poor, and puniſh rogues and vaga- 
bonds, which have all proved | inef- 
fectual; 8 
wy N too particular in the qua- 
lifications of the governors of work- 

- houſes, &c. Thoſe particulars ought (with 
ſubmiſſion) to be left to the diſcretion 
of thoſe who chooſe them, the qualifi- 

_ cations which would fit perſons for that 
office, in one county, would not fit them 
for that office in another, and far leſs 
through the whole kingdom: a law or- 

in ſuch county to be divided 1 
diſtricts, and governors to be N at 

4 1 time certain, and if not done, to be 85 

Iluable to a penalty, is what is eſſentially 

neceſſary; but whether one pariſh, two, 

or three make: ac diſtriet, or whithes this 
| oo diſtrict 


8 PREFACE 


diſtrict be made of conſent, or by the 


ſheriff's authority; whether the gover- 


nors have landed eſtates or no, &c. are not 


eſſential, but only ſubjects of unneceſ- 
fary debate! and the occaſion of loſing 

many good laws which might other- 
wiſe be enacted : 

2. Too much was truſted to the juſ- 

| tices of the peace, who being gentle- 
men of fortunes, living at a diſtance 


from one another, and many of them 
unacquainted with the method of ma- 

naging poor people, it could not be ex- 
pected that the law would be put in 


execution by them alone; but if the 


managers of each diſtrict, who are at 
hand, had been veſted wi ich the powers 
: of the Juſtices of the peace, within their 
own diſtricts, in things relative only to 
the poor, the apprehending and com- 
mitting robbers, &c. many good effects 


would have followed, without infring- 


ing upon the rights 4 the juſtices of 
the peace, whoſe authority to do all the 


good for the poor they incline to do, is 
not in the leaſt e 
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. In the year 1752 it appeared, in 
the bout of commons, that the ſum 
paid for the poor in England was near 
three millions, equal to a tax of ſix 
ſhillings in the pound: if ſo, is it not 
. that ſuch a burden ſhould 
lie ſo long without redreſs, and be paid 
ſo long without producing any advan- 
tage in proportion to the ſum paid, or 
curing idleneſs and begging, the very 
thing deſigned to be remedied by ſuch 
a ſevere tax; but this may, in ſome 
meaſure, be accounted for, if it be true 
that in parliament many were ſo ex- 
aſperated at the laws in force, relative 
to poors rates, that they were of opi- 
nion all ſhould be repealed: others 
had not ſuch a poor opinion of their 
anceſtors as to think they deſerved ſuch 
treatment; and therefore, not being 
able to agree upon a law which would 
pleaſe both parties, the tax continues, 
and the diſeaſe alſo as bad as before the 
tax was laid on. 
But not to multiply — of former 


ineffectual applications to parliament, | 


* PREF AGE, 
in the following treatiſe the heads of 
a bill are exhibited (with great ſub- 
miſſion to additions, cee he, and 
amendments) as free as poſſible of any 
thing that may give occaſion to de- 
bate, having nothing in view ſo much 
as reviving induſtry, ſuppreſſing idle- 
neſs, beggars, and vagabonds, and de- 
livering Britain from one half of the pre- | 
ſent poors rate it now pays; and it may 
be hoped, in a little time, of two thirds : 
thereof; and from the tranſcript of laws 
nc in forve,” and the heads of the bill 
to be offered to parliament, compared 
together, it will appcar that nothing 
j _ chargeable to the nation is new, except 
8 the expence of building workhouſes, 
and furniſhing materials for work to the 
poor; and, reckoning one pariſh with _ 
another, thi will not exceed two hun- 
_ dred pounds, and not be fo much where 
two or three are conjoined. 
And though this, no doubt, by n ma- 
ny may be thought a great ſum, yet if 
it leſſen the preſent tax in a year or 
two, one half, or one third, as is evi- 
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dent from examples in the ſubſequent 
treatiſe already experienced, then it 


may jufily be ſaid to be well laid out; 


and that it is the real intereſt of every 


diſtrict to pawn their whole credit, and 


borrow the money, rather than con- 


tinue without a workhouſe. 
As to the way of executing the law 


: by perſons to be named by his majeſty, 
it will be ſufficient to obſerve, that no 
laws are ſo punctually executed as the 
laws of cuſtoms and exciſe ; and for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe 5 many per- 
ſons as commiſſioners, ſuperviſors, and 
general ſuperviſors are appointed for 
that purpoſe: and in many caſes it 
would be of great uſe to appoint one 
to ſee the law put in execution; and 
as no law can be of greater conſe- 
5 quence than that under conſideration, 
the execution of it cannot be too care- 
fully attended to. 


In Scotland it may with ſome * 


be objected that they are free, that they 


never paid any poors rates, and therefore 
want no ſuch law. . BE 


ST Ow To: 
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To which it is anſwered, they were 


never paid in the way the 140 directs, 


and few or no pariſhes are free of beg- 
gars; and the capital, even where there 


is a poor- houſe, is infeſted with them 
_ every day, and no place in Scotland fo 


much inteſted as its ſuburbs. 
But this 1s not all : there is not a 
pariſh i in Scotland but now pays to the 


begging poor, double of what they 
would pay if there were workhouſes, 


and no beggars ; ; and the farmers near, 


or within four miles of Edinburgh, pay 
triple, and ſome more. If this is to 
be free, it is (according to the proverb) 
T6 be penny wiſe and pound fooliſh : 
| beſides, this freedom depends upon the 
| indulgence, or rather negligence, | of - 
every ner in Scotland, who is bound 
under ſevere penalties to put the laws 
in execution, to prevent begging, idle- 
neſs, and vice, and to promote induſtry, 
virtue, and piety, Who would not 


rather ſupport an induſtrious perſon, 


under want, than an idler ? Nothing 


but pride can prompt any one to argue 
e 


EEE AGO vii 
for idleneſs, in oppoſition to induſtry; 3 
and from hundreds of years experi- 
ence, it is certain that idleneſs and 
begging, with all their train, muſt 
continue in Britain for ever, if work- 
| houſes and materials for work are not 
furniſhed in every pariſh or diſtrict. 
Here, in point of gratitude, I muſt. 
acknowledge my obligations to thoſe 
worthy and ingenious gentlemen, Mr. 
Fielding and Mr. Alcock, from whom 
I have abridged ſome of theit thoughts; 
particularly the advantages flowing from 
ſuch a law; and would have follow- 


ed them more, had not their plans been 


more calculated for great and opulent ci- 
ties, than for the whole nation: of which 


it will be needleſs to ſay more, as their 


writings cannot but be well known to 
all Britain, whoſe public ſpirit and love 


to the poor ſhines in their works; and 


it is to be wiſhed and hoped. that 
many, who have, without conſidera- 
tion, ſupported an idle race of poor 
people, will now turn their thoughts 

to provide workhouſes and materials for 


Work; 


vii PREFACE, 
work; that for the future they may 
have the pleaſure, at much leſs ex- 


hence, to ſupport an induſtrious race 


of poor people; and by ſo doing pro- 


cure a bleſſing upon the nation, and 


n 


on their own particular families. And 


this will in all probability tend much 
to reform the morals of thoſe poor 


idle creatures, who at preſent are the 
moſt vicious and wicked of all man- 
kind. Which reformation reaching 
the eyes and cars of our clergy, it is 
hoped they will do their part to re- 


form the higheſt ranks of men; and as 
ſoon as this is done, there is 9000 reafon 


to expect a general reformation meet- 
ing in the center. The conſequence 


of which would be a joyful revival of 


thoſe almoſt obſolete laws of the great 
| King of Kings, which when duly ob- 
ſerved, then may our legiſlators and 


rulers expect a ſincere obedience to 


their laws, and not till then; and 1 


any doubt the truth of this, let chem 


coufult their biſhops and teachers, who 


can 


FREFAGCUE ix 
can demonſtrate it as evidently as any 
propoſition in Euclid. 

The author gives himſelf no trouble 
about criticiſms, as this piece is deſigned 
for the good of the nation, and in parti- 
cular for the poor: the more any thing 
that is wrong is expoſed, the more 
pleaſure he will have, being very ſen- 
fible of his own defects both in judg- 
ment and language: the laſt is ſuch 
as he learned fifty years ago, and as 


nothing but ſuch a cauſe could have 


forced him to commence author in 
the decline of life, he has neither 
ſkill nor patience to examine it ac- 
cording to the nice rules of criticiſm: 
and therefore, ſuch as it is, the public 
is welcome to it, and he is only ſorry 
for their lakes that it is not t better, 


* 
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Conſiderations and Propofals 
relating to the PooR. 


HE vaſt nomiber of Beggars in general, | 
but eſpecially of thoſe who are able to 
work, net only for themſelves, but for the 
| benefit of the public, has been, and js at preſent, the 
juſt complaint of Great Britain, The Origo Mali 
is the queſtion. 

Can a wiſe nation e of numbers of people 
"able to work? That is impoſſible; becauſe it is agreed 
upon all hands, that the ſtrength and riches of a na- 
tion conſiſts in their numbers: numbers rightly em- 
ployed are the bleſſing, but numbers idle and un- 
employed are the bane and peſt of a people, _ 
What concluſion follows from theſe premiſes * ? 
Either that we have no good laws, or that they are 
not put in execution. "Thar we have many good 
laws, will appear fri a tollowing abridgment ; 
and what is called a defect, is not fo much a defect 
in the law, as in the execution ; an unwillingnels 
and ſloth in the people to do what is for the com- 
mon good. Overleers in every pariſh were or- 
dained to be choſen with power to rate the pariſh, 
for materials to put the poor to work. This implied 
a power to hire houſes for them to work in; but as 
ſufficient penalties were not annexed, and no per- 
lon appointed whole proper buſineſs it ſhould be 
to fee the laws put in execution, the diſcaſe con- 
tinues, and the proper remedy has not been applied, 


1 he 


FEE Ny: 
The more the laws are conſidered, the leſs de- 
fective will they appear; and it mult be confeſſed, 


to the reproach of the nation, that the not exe- 
cuting the laws for repreſſing begging and idleneſs, 


(the only profitable part), and an ichuman keen- 
"neſs in executing what related to the ſettlements of 
the poor, is the true cauſe ot the preſent public 
' miſery complained of. 


To trace the cauſe of this inactivity on the 
one part, and this keenneſs and activity on the 
other, will be no difficult taſk, No pariſh provided 
materials for work, or a houſe to work in, Lo 


ſuch a pariſh, the appearance of a poor man, 


even able and willing to work, was, if ſuftered 
to remain, no other than that of a thief or a pickx- 
ocket; whereas if chere had been a workhouſe, 


he would have added io much riches to the pariſh, 
Hence aroſe the barbarity of whipping a poor man 


| becauſe he was poor, and à man for being idle when 


he could find no work. 


To remedy theſe evils i is the bulincf of the legiſ- 


 Jature, It is well known to the whole kingdom, 


that his majeſty never refuſed the royal aſſent to 
any good law propoſed ; and it is not doubted but 
the miniſtry will join unanimouſly in making a 


law ſo much calculated for the preſent and future 
good of the nation. 
With relation to the poor, che nation may be con- 


| ſidered as the parent, they as children; whence flow | 
the duties of commanding and obeying, providing 


ns 
work, and executing it, &c. And as the nation 


has a power to compel the poor to work, ſo the 
poor have a right to demand work; and every pa- 
riſh, with regard to their poor, may be conſidered 
jn the ſame light. 

Humanity teacheth all ranks to oy the poor ; 
and every one, whole heart is not of ſtone, will on- 
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tribute his mite t6 relieve them: and if is the pub- 


lic intereſt to enact not only good laws, Hut ſuch as 


may with the leaſt difficulty be put in execution; 


becauſe an indifferent law, which can b. eaſtly exe= 
cuted, is preferable to a bettet law, which is aecom- 


panied with many difficulties in the execution. 


But to proceed with ſome method in a matter of 
ſo great importance, it will be neceſſary to conſider, 


I. What perſons by law come Under the name 
of poor. 


II. In what place, and in what manner they are 


to be employed and maintained. 


III. From what funds the neceſſary — ſhould 


come. 


IV. Who are the perſons that have a natural right 
to govern the poor, and in what manner proper 


governors ſhould be choſen. 

V. What powers theſe governors ought to have, 

and what authority over the poor ; in what caſe 

they are to apply to the civil power, and to whom. 
VI. How far the laws are now in force, or defi- 


Tient, with reſpect to the Premiſes; none of which 
are to be repealed... 
VII. The good effects of employing the poor, 


more eſpecially if made to take effect every where 
at the ſame time. 


VIII. The heads of the law to ba enacted, with 


che reaſons in ſupport of each head: to which may be 
added an appendix, containing ſome things which 
may be of uſe for the governors of every workhouſe. 


I. To return to the firſt: the poor helpleſs infant, 


the aged, the infirm and impotent, will eaſily be 
admitted to be proper objects of charity; but ſome 


may doubt if poor people who have no other ſup- 


port but their labour, who are able and willing to 
werk, but can find no work, are ſuch: yet theſe, if 
duly conſidered, will, with ſubmiſſion, be found very 
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the diſteict where ths workhouſe is, which may be 
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great objects of charity; becauſe if they can find 
no work, they mult ſtarvey beg, ſteal, or rob; all 
which are contrary to the public good. And tho! 
idlers are bound to work, yet it would be moſt un- 
reaſonable to puniſh a man for not working, who 
was willing to work, but could find no employment. 

From which it follows that he comes under the 


Jaw, and is a very proper object of charity; and it will 


be the fault of the pariſh if ſuch a perſon is not ra- 
ther an advantage than a loſs: the word poor is 
general and comprehenſive, and cannot be reſtrict- 
ed but where the law reſtricts it. 


II. The poor are to be employed in a workhouſe 


to be hired, or built, in the moſt proper place for air, 
water, &c. as the governors ſhall direct; and the 


work they are totbe employ'd in ſhould be thatwhich 


is beſt known, and what the poor are beſt ſkilled in, 
or what may be molt profitable, of which the go- 
vernors muſt be the beſt judges. And the work- 
houſe ought to have in it, or near it, one, two, or 
three ſtrong rooms for à houſe of correction, and as 


many for an hoſpital for the lick, according to the I 
numbers to be lodged. _ 


HI. To pave the way for 8 che third; it 


will be neceffary to obſerve, that the great articles 


of extraordinary expence will only be for the firſt 


year; ſuch as hiring or building the workhoule, &c. 


which may be done at a ſmall expence, if the beds 


and cloaths of thoſe brought in be carefully look d 
after, and the proviſion of materials is made quar- 


terly, as needed ; ſuch as wool and flax, for that 
time, &c. the ordinary expence will be the yearly 


juſtenance of the poor, and ſervants neceſſary to in- 


ſtruct and overſee che m, to buy proviſions, cook 


them, &c. 


All which muſt | be raiſed as the aw permits in 


by 


ET 
by a voluntary charity, a way pointed out by the prac- 
tice of the primitive Chriſtians : and if a pariſh were 
© | wiſe enough to make this way effectual, it would 
ſave a great deal of trouble and expence in laying 
on, and collecting the tax for che poor; and if the 
landed gentlemen would but conſider, that the great 
burden, in caſe of a tax, muſt fall upon them and 
their. tenants, they would be active in procuring, 
ſubſcriptions, benefactions, legacies, and collecti- 
ons for their poor. But if theſe fail, the pariſh . 
? mult tax itſelf, ſo as to put a ſtop to begging ; and 
if the pariſh fail in this, the ſheriff muſt levy the 
fine impoſed by law. 
Here it may be obſerved, 1. that it is the intereſt 
of the nation,/that no idle people, who cannot main- 
tiain themſelves, be allowed to remain idle, but chat 
they be obliged to work. _ 
2. That one half of the begg ing poor are able; 
not only to work for their ſuſtenance and cloathing, 
1 but would bring gain to any pariſh who ſhould fur- 
4 niſh them with work. Suppoſe one ſuch perſon, and 
7 if work were furniſhed, That he gains four-pence per 
day, and can be maintained for chree⸗ -pence, the pa- 
riſh gains about thirty ſhillings ſterling yearly, and 
the nation by his work about 4 J. 105: or let this 
man beg, the pariſh will loſe the above thirty ſhil- | 
lings, and the nation the above 47. 10s. and the 
ſame ſum by maintaining him idle, which is 9 /. to 
the nation, and 1 J. 105. tothe pariſh, in all r0/. 105: | 
for he gains 61, without any coſt, becauſe his work 
can be ſold for that; but when 8 the 6 J. is loſt, 
and the maintenance of an idle man is 41. 10 5. 
| Joſs to the nation; if ſo, can any expence be too 
| great to cure the diſeaſe of idleneſs, or can an charity 
| be better beſtowed ? For 
1 The law ſuppoſes, that where there are ſufficient 
1 charities, there is no obligation upon a pariſh * 17 
tic 
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itſelf : the law is only ſubſidiary to ill- timed defee- 
tive charity, and to force open the purſes of the 
cruel and hard-hearted rich ; and though charity 1s 


not to be forced, yet the furniſhing work to thoſe. 
who cannot find work, and to prevent begging and 


idlenels being national concerns, and the intereſt of 
every individual, every purſe may juſtly be forced 
open, which does not open of its own accord. 
The expences in providing houſes and work the 
firſt year will be greateſt : but this need not, nay 
ought not, to deter any pariſh ; becauſe the profits 
ariſing from a workhouſe, if rightly managed, will 
contribute greatly every year after to their ſuſte- 


IV. The anſwer to the fourth is, that all who con⸗ 


tribute have a natural right to manage; but to avoid 
confuſion, the proper perſons to chooſe governors 
are the whole land-owners and «houſeholders, be- 
longing to the workhouſe, who live within its di- 
ſtrict; they may chooſe twelve, ſix, more or fewer, 


as is convenient; the one halt land-owners, the other 


half houſeholders, to continue for two years, except 


that after the firſt year, one half may go out by bal- 
lot, and as many new be choſen in their place, who 
are to continue for a ſecond year, and thoſe who have 


been in two years, to go out; the miniſters of the 
' Pariſhes being conſtant governors, without being 
E6j10]D . EE 33 
V. The anſwer to the fifth is, that the governors 
in name of the pariſh ſhall have power to hire or 
buiid workhouſes, to find materials and inſtruments 
for work, to put and keep the poor at work, to 
make regulations for the houſe, (ſpecimens of which 


ſhall be given in an appendix, out of which may be 


picked what ſhall be found moſt uſeful) to chooſe a 
maſter and miſtreſs, neceſſary ſervants, cc. 


VI. The | 


, 


— 
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VI. 'The beſt anſwer to the ſixth is, to give a ſhort. 
- tranſcript of the laws now in force both in England | 
and Scotland. In the former 
There are many good laws againſt Beggars, Va- 
grants, Strollers, and ſuſpicious Perſons. The firſt 
is Anno 1349. 24 Edw. Il. cap. 7. prohibiting all 
perſons to give any thing to a beggar that is able to 
labour, Richard II. Henry VI. Henry VIII. and 
Edward VI. made many ſevere laws againſt them, 

holding idle perſons, refuſing wages to work, as 
vagabonds, and ordaining vagabonds to be * 
ſlaves, which, as too ſevere, were om and 
other puniſhments inflicted, 

In the 5th of Eliz. cap. 3. relief is given to the 
poor, but none permitted to beg openly ; and by 
the 43d of Eliz, cap. 2. it is enacted, That the 
R of every pariſh, and four, three, or 
two houſeholders ſhall be choſen and called overſeers 
of the poor of the pariſh, with power to rate the pa- 
| Tiſh for providing a convenient ſtock of flax, hemp, 
Wool, thread, iron, and other ware and ſtuff to let 
the poor on work, who are able to work, and not 
able to maintain themſelves; as alſo to rate the pa- 
riin for building convenient habitations, and for 
providing the impotent poor. And in caſe of any 

Pariſh in the hundred or county being unable ta 
| Provide their poor, then the juſtices of peace have 
Power to rate the hundred or county for its relief, 

&c. not above ſix- Pence, nor under a halfpenny 
weekly. ve 
In the time of * 1 ants of correction 
were ordered, and in + Charles the IId's, the ſeſſions 


had power to provide ſtock and overſeers to ſet pri- 
ſoners for felony on work. 


"7 Jam. I. 4. T 19 Cha. II. + 
ELF And 


E 8 ] | 
And i in king William and queen Mary's reigns 


former acts, with relation to * ſettlements, were re- 
vived and amended, by ordering a regiſter for the 


names of the poor. 


In the reign of + George I. the abuſe of juſtices 
of peace giving relief to poor perſons, without the 


knowledge of any of the pariſh, is rectified, and 


power is given to the overſeers of every pariſh to 
purchaſe or hire houſes; and when pariſhes are ſmall, 
to join two or more together, who may do the ſame 
for lodging the poor, and may contract for main- 


_ taining them, and make their work contribute for 
that purpole. 


In Scotland alſo many good laws were made to 


the ſame purpoſe, from the reign of James I. anno 


1624, to near the end of the reign of king Wil- 


liam, anno 1698; the ſubſtance of which is con- 


tained in four proclamations of his, afterwards ra- 


tified by parliament, of Which what follows 1 is an 
abſtract. | 


1. That, in every pariſh, the 3 (or land- 


owners) miniſters and elders, (or laymen who with 
the miniſters and deacons, alſo lay men, "take care of 
the poor and concerns of the pariſh) do meet at 


their pariſh-church the firſt Tueſday of February 


and Auguſt yearly, and there make up leets of all 
the poor within their pariſh, and caſt up the quota 


of what may entertain them, according to their re- 


ſpective needs; and to caſt the ſaid quota, the one 


half upon the heretors, and the other yan the 


huouſeholders of the pariſh. 


2. That they appoint two collectors yearly to ga- 


ther the ſaid quota, or ſum appointed to ſubſiſt the 


poor, in the beginning of every week, month, or 


quarter, as they {hall judge moſt fir, and to diſtri- | 


384 W. KM. cap. II. 190.11. 7. | 
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\ bute the ſame to the poor, according to their ſeve-- 


ral needs. 


. That they appoint an officer to ſerve under 
the ſaid collectors, and overſeers for collecting the 


ſaid maintenance for the poor, and for expelling 
vagabonds from the pariſh ; whoſe fee or wages 


mult be laid upon the pariſh as the maintenance 
of the poor is laid on. 

4. That they provide houſes for the poor who 
want them, at the expence of the pariſh, in man- 


ner as the above maintenance is laid on. 


5. That the heretors of vacant pariſhes meet and 
ſtent themſelves for the maintainance of their re- 
five poor, and appoint the ingathering, uplift- 


ing, and applying the ſame for the foreſaid ule, in 
the ſame\manner as the heretors, miniſters, and el- 
ders are 


ppointed to do as aboveſaid. 
6. That the magiſtrates of all burghs-royal meet 


and ſtent themſelves for the maintenance of their 
reſpective poor, in ſuch order as is uſed on laying 


on ſtents, annuities, or other public burdens, in their 


_ reſpective burghs, and as may be molt effectual o 
reach all the inhabitants. 


7. That every pariſh may maintain only i its own 


poor, all his majeſty's lieges, or every perſon in 
every pariſh, are commanded and have power to 
_ apprehend every beggar and carry him to the prin- 
cipal heretor reſiding in the pariſh, and in burghs- 
royal to one of the bailies, who are commanded to 
fend ſuch beggar to the pariſh in which he was born; 
and if that is not known to the pariſh where he re- 
| ſided the three laſt years, to be carried by two ſenſible 


men of the pariſh to the neareſt heretor of the next 
pariſh, with a note of the beggar's name and pa- 


Triſh where he was born; or if not known, where he 
| reſided as above, which is to be delivered to the 
next heretor who receives him z and every heretor 


who 
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who receives him is to return a note granting the 


receipt of ſuch a beggar till he arrive in the pariſh 


where he was born or reſided. 
8. That the half of all collections at the churches 


of every pariſh, and the intereſt of mortifications, 


without diminution of the ſtock, be applied to the 
uſe of the whole poor. 

That correction-houſes be built by the magi- 
ſtrates of every headburgh of every ſhire, for re- 
ceiving ſuch pogr as ſhall be ſent; and that the pa- 
rich ſend wich ſuch beggar a quarter's payment, at 


two- pence ſterling per day, for the firſt year; and 
one penny per day for three years after, paying al- 


ways a quarter per advance. 


10. I any queſtion ariſe about putting the law 
in execution, with reſpect to the premiſes, the mi- 
niſter and elders, with advice of the heretors of every 
pariſh, who will meet and concur with them, have 
full power to determine all queſtions which may 
ariſe in relation to the ordering and diſpoſing of the 
Poor, in ſo far as is not ordered above. | 
11. By 74 Act. P. 6. Jam. 6. the overſeers, and 
by K. Will. the heretors of every pariſh have 
power to put the poor to work 5 and if they refuſe, 
to ſcourge them; if they refuſe a lecond time, they 
are to be treated as vagabonds. : 
12. Miniſters and heretors are required to in⸗ 
form the ſheriff, if any pariſh or perſon be Scene 
who ſhall fine in double the deficiency. 
13. The ſheriff of each county is ordained to put ” 
the above in execution, as allo the Juſtice of the 


peace. 


on 


The penalty, i in caſe of 3 the firſt 


fix ſections, is 161, 138. 4d. upon every pariſh 
every month. 


The ny of diſobeying the ſeventh, is 1 8. 8 d. 
upon every one who gives alms to a ſtranger or beg- 
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gar, and does not apprehend him (toties quoties): upon 
the heretors not tranſporting from pariſh to pariſh, 
is 11. 13 8. 4 d. (toties quoties): upon every ſenſible 
man diſobeying, 28. 2 d. 3. 
The penalty of diſobeying the ninth, is 27 J. 1 5 8. 


6d. 3 every quarter, till correction- houſes are pro- 
vided; and of the thirteenth, is 27 l. 15s. 6 d. 2 up- 
on every ſheriff who neglects to give an account of 
his diligence to the lords of the privy- council, af- 


ter the firſt of December, 1698; and of 81. 6s. 8d. 
weekly thereafter, until they return an account of 
their diligence to the privy- council. 

From the above abridgment it is evident that 
our anceſtors had it greatly at heart to take care 
of the poor, and prevent begging and being idle, 


but never enacted what was abſolutely neceſſary 


to provide workhouſes and materials for work 


over all at once, and to appoint one perſon whoſe 


only buſineſs it ſhould be to > ſee the whole put in 

execution. 
Since the 9th of Geo. I. cap. 7. the many work- 

houſes built in England ſhew, that ſuch a law as is 


_ Propoſed would make the benefits ariſing there- 
from univerſal, not only by leſſening the poors rates, 


but principally by encouraging induſtry, and checx- 


ing robbers and pilferers, by having a ſmail houſe _ 
of correction in every workhouſe of the county to 
receive them, with little trouble or expence. 


The above law has done much good, but is ſtill 


imperfect; and as the execution of a law is ts life, 
ſo the reverſe is irs death: therefore, to prevent the 
death of the many good laws enacted by king Wil- 


liam, he and his parliament in Scotland gave power 
to his privy-council to grant commiſſions to per- 


ſons, one or more, with f power to put the ſaid laws 
in execution; and particularly to cauſe the perſons 
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therein entruſted, to do and perform their parts 


as they are thereby enjoined, 


VII. In anſwer to the ſeventh, the good effects of 
keeping all the poor at work, would leſſen the num- 
ber of 1dle people, who would rather chuſe to work 


for themſelves unconfined, than confined 1 in a Work 


houſe for others. 


Of conſequence care, labour, and induſtr would 


increaſe in the nation: hence a diminution of poor, 
and increaſe of labour, would produce a diminution 
of poors rates in every pariſn. Such workhouſes 


would ſuppreſs a great number of ſtrollers, vagrants, 


loiterers, idlers, and ſturdy beggars, when they 


ſhould find, that in every pariſh they would be 

taken up and put to hard labour; and that the pa- 
riſh was by law obliged to do it under a penalty, 
and without expence, or application to conſtables 
or juſtices of the peace, every one of his majeſty's 

lieges being authoriſed to apprehend them, and 
the governors of every workhouſe to commit them 


to hard labour. 


And this would not only be « indeed to the 
nation, but to the idlers themſelves ; it would in a 
great meaſure ſuppreſs robberies and thieving, oc- 
| caſioned moſtly by idlenels, and fave their necks 


from the gallows. 


Where people cannot find work, they are under 
2 a neceſſity of being idle, of ſtarving, begging, 
or robbing. But if work is found for them, in- 
ſtead of preying upon other mens lives, labours, 
and properties, they would earn their own bread, 


and the benefit of their labour to the public would 


make them uſeful members of ſociety ; and a raw 
unexperienced thief, or robber, would ſhun the dan- 
ger of being brought to a college of thieves and 
robbers, huddled up in a common goal, and be- 


coming more hardened than his teachers, | 


And 
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And as ſuch a regulation would ſuppreſs a oreat 
number of the preſent vagrants, fo it would leſſen 
the future growth and produce of them, by training 
up all poor - children in every pariſh at once to ear] 
induſtry, honeſty, and Virtue ; from the neglect of 
which ſuch numbers of felons are yearly | put to 
death. 

Such workhouſes would prove a national blef- 
ſing; they would eaſe the expences of the rich, 
provide fully for the neceſſities of the poor, and 4 
give work to all idle people. 

Since the law of the gth of Geo. I. for en- 


couraging the conjoining of pariſhes, and the 


erecting of workhouſes, many have been built, the 
Poor rates much leſſened, and the debts contrafted 
for building or hireing houſes, or for furniſhing 
materials for work, All paid; ſome rates are 
leſſened one fourth, one third, one half, ſome two 
thirds; in Biſhopſgate Street, London, one half; in 
Luton in Bedfordſhire, from 667 J. to 2097. in 
Chelmsford in Eſſex, from four or five to one 
ſhiling, &c. Theſe happened before 1733. 
Tue good effects of workhouſes in Edinburgh, 
Glaſgow, Dalkeith, Muſſleburgh, &c. are felt in 
Scotland, and it is hoped will ſoon be univerſal. 
But, alas! at preſent the far greater part of all 
5 ranks ſeem to be in a lethargy, and wholly wrapt up 
in their pleaſures or private gain, ſhewing little or 
no concern for the public or poſterity, not conſider- 
ing that the ſafety af their liberties ſacred and civil, 
and of their properties, conſiſts in the public ſafety; 


that they go hand in hand, and that the public 


good ought to be preferred to all private intereſt, | 
If thele are undeniable truths, and it is certain 
that the Poor and their children can contribute 
nothing to the public good but their labour; it 
evidently follows, that the public i is bound to fur- 
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with materials, to provide work for them ; and if 
the clergy and ſheriffs of each county were but 


active in this, they, with the law and public good 


upon their ſide, qe va de an overmatch for all 
then would workhouſes 


be hired or built in —_ pariſh, or diſtrict of the 
county, and virtue, indu{cry, and religion encreaſe 
every where, Behold not then, with an unconcerned 
eye, idleneſs and its never-failing companion vice, 
the ruin; induſtry and virtue the ſupport of every 


nation. The more numerous the induſtrious poor 
are, ſo much the better, becauſe the riches of a 


nation conſiſts in, and is in proportion to the 


number and induſtry of its inhabitants; and its po- 


verty conſiſts in, and is in proportion to, the num- 
ber and idleneſs of its people. 


Idlers are the canker-worms of the ſtate 3 the 


induſtrious the bees who make the honey: away 
then with all the drones, who — waſte "x 
Procul, O procul efte profani! 
VIII. The laſt thing to be conſidered is an 8 = 
tion for a law for the better ſupport of induſtry, and 
for providing workhouſes, materials, and work, for 

the poor in every pariſh, or diſtrict of conjoined 
pariſhes ; and for ſuppreſſing and apprehending all 
robbers, thieves, beggars, vagrants, ſuſpicious and 


idle perſons, who have not "herewith to luſtain 
themſelves. 


The law to be enacted may conſiſt of the follow 


ing, or ſuch other heads as may be thought molt 


Pay PET. 


1. That each county in Great Britain be laid out 
into as many diſtricts by the ſneriff, his deputies or ſub- 


ſtitutes, as he ſhall judge neceſſary, without prejudice 


to the li iberty of any lingle pariſh to build a work- 
houſe for itſelf ; and for two or more neighbouring 


pariſhes to join themiclyes into one diſtrict, for 
eee 
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building one workhouſe jointly ; and if any pariſh 
br pariſhes be lefr out and not taken into ſome one 
diſtrict of the county, upon application to the 
ſheriff, he is hereby impowered and required either 
to join ſuch pariſh or pariſhes to the diſtrict or 
pariſh he thinks moſt proper, or to conjoin them 
in one or more diſtricts by themſelves, by an order 
ſubſcribed by him; which pariſh or diſtrict is 
obliged to receive the pariſh or pariſhes ſo ordered 
to be conjoined, under the penalty of 501. monthly. 
till the order is complied with, againſt which there 
is to lye no appeal; and (after publication of this 
act in the London Gazette in all its clauſes, and from 

the London Gazette in every other news-paper in 
Great- Britain, which is hereby ordained to be 


done by the publiſher of the London Gazette im- 


mediately upon paſſing this act, and by every other 
publiſher of every news- paper the firſt poſt after the 
aforeſaid Gazette can reach them, under the pe- 
nalty of 50 J. to be levied by the ſheriff of every 
county, within which any publiſher of news-papers 
lives) every pariſh within twenty days after ſuch 
publication is to ſignify to the ſheriff of the county, 
whether they deſire to be joined in a diſtrict, or 
have a workhouſe in their own pariſh; and if the 
| Pariſhes fail to give notice, or cannot agree in 
_ caſting themſelves into diſtricts, then the ſheriff 
within thirty days after publication ſhall meet at the 
head burgh of the county, and there, or in any 
other burgh of the county, divide the county into 
diſtricts, conſiſting of one or more pariſhes, as he 


ſees proper, and with power to alter ſuch diviſion, 


upon application, if found inconvenient ; which 
diviſion or alteration is to be final and without ap- 
peal ; and the diviſion of the county by the ſheriff 
is to be finiſhed in ten days after the time appointed 
EE E | ior 
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for his firſt meeting at the head burgh, under the 
penalty of 100 l. every month till it be finiſhed. 


2. That each pariſh or diſtrict ſhall, within ſix 
months after publication as above, hire or build a 
workhouſe ſufficient for containing the poor within 
the pariſh or diſtrict, with one, two, or more rooms 
in it, or near it, for a houſe of correction, and one; 
two, or more rooms in it, or near it, for an hoſpital 
for the ſick, under the penalty of 300 and the like 
ſum ior every month thereafter while the ſame is 


not hired or built, to be levied by the ſheriff from 


any one or more of the pariſh or diſtrict, with power 
to ſuch as pay to tax the pariſh or diſtrict equally 


with themſclves tor pay ment, to be levied the ſame 
way a pariſh-tax is ordered to be levied. 


3. That each pariſh or diſtrict ſhall, within the 


above ſix months, provide ſufficient proviſions, 


materials, and inſtruments for employing all their 


poor, and in particular thoſe who are willing to 
work and ſeek after it, ſuch as the governors of 
each workhouſe ſhall think moſt proper, under the 
penalty of 50/. and the like ſum for every month 

thereafter till the ſame are provided, to be levied as 
above. 


4. That each pariſh or diſtrict ſhall, after the 


above ſix months, ſuffer none to beg within their 
reſpective pariſhes or diſtricts, under the penalty of 


20 J. for the firſt offence of every perſon begging, 


if the perſon begging is not immediately appre- 
hended and maintained Ro and ſet to 
work; and 51. more for ever 
the ſame perſon till maintained and ſet to work, to 
be levied as above. 


epeated offence of 


That every pariſh or diſtrict, within two 


months after publication as above, ſhall name and 
chooſe a certain number of governors for managing 


the 


4 Tp" 1 
the workhouſe within the pariſh or diſtrict, where 
ſuch workhouſe is, or ſhall be hired or built, (the 
miniſter or miniſters of each pariſh or diſtrict be- 
ing hereby declared conftant governors of the 
workhouſe in their reſpective pariſhes or diſtricts) 
under the penalty of god. to be levied as above; as 
Alſo, if thought proper, to chuſe a certain number 
of extraordinary governors of the higheſt rank in 
the pariſh or diſtrict, to act in conjunction with 
the other governors, as ſhall be agreed by the rules 
to be approved by the ſheriff : and in,caſe any 
pariſh or diſtrict ſhall neglect ſo to do, the ſheriff 


is hereby empowered and required to chuſe ſuch 


governors within a month immediately after, un- 
der the penalty of 100. every month till they are 
choſen ; and the governors choſen by the pariſh, _ 
diſtrict, or ſheriff as above, are hereby empowered 
and required to raiſe a ſufficient ſum in every 
- pariſh or diſtrict, for the purpoſes in this act con- 
tained; and to bring in and appropriate all the 


effects of the poor taken in for the benefit of the 


workhouſe ; which, if they die in the workhouſe, are 
to continue a part of its ſtock, and their heirs or 
_ executors to have no claim without paying for their 
| paſt maintenance and funeral charges. 
6. That the governors of every ſuch workhouſe 
are hereby declared a corporation in law, capable 


of ſueing and being ſued, and of taking benefactions 
of all ſorts, lands excepted, for the poor; and to 


make by-laws and rules to be approved of by the 
ſheriff for their better government, which, when 
approved, are to be ſtrictly obſerved till altered by 
the governors and ſheriff; to purchaſe from one 
to fifty acres of land to build houſes upon, with 
power to chuſe a maſter and miſtreſs, a treaſurer _ 
and all neceſſary officers and ſervants, to keep open 
markets within their limits for the ſale of their 
Y. er oe Cot goods, 


* 


408-7 

goods, and buying ſuch as may be brought there 
for ſale; and to apply the profits of all work for the 
ſupport of the workhouſe, and every other thing 
neceſſary for the benefit of ſuch houſe, with the 
[1/188 approbation of the ſheriff; and it is hereby ordained 
15 that the preſent overſeers of the poor of every pa- 
WATER riſh, and their ſucceſſors in office, be ſubject to, 
and obey the governors of every workhouſe, in 
| the pariſh or diſtrict in which they live. 


104 7. That the rules and by-laws for the regulation 
0 of workhouſes, the method for providing materials 
115 and proviſions, together with the accounts, lye open 
W to the inſpection of all who pay tax to the poor, with 
| power to ſuch to give in propoſals, rules, or amend- 
mandy ments, and to inform firſt the governors, of theſe, as 
Sil well as of all crimes and miſmanagement ; and if | 
1 not heard and redreſſed, to inform the ſheriff, who 
Izꝛð co judge of them, and his ſentence to be final. 
jak 8. That the governors continue to ſerve two 
Fears, except the firſt ſet, when the one half are to 


places; and every year after, thoſe who have ſerved _/ 
two years are to go out, and as many are to 

_ choſen in their places; and all governors choſen are 
hereby obliged to accept, and act according to the 
rules approved by the ſheriff, under the-penalty of 

15 ol. each for every year he does not accept and act. 
IS) 9. That the governors have all the powers of 

109 the juſtices of the peace, with regard to all crimes 


out by ballot, and as many new to be choſen in 2 1 


1198 or miſdemeanors committed within their limits,by 
\\ __ robbers, thieves, beggars, idle and ſuſpicious per 
0 ons; and that all his majeſty's lieges have 
1 power and authority, as they are hereby ordained 
il to apprehend, and bring before one or more of the 


governors, all ſuch diſorderly perſons, to be by 
them committed, who have not a paſs from the 
miniſter of the pariſh, the ſheriff, or a juſtice w 


1 9 1 
the peace of the county, where the perſon did or 
does now ſojourn ; which paſſes they are hereby re- 
quired to give, with power to one or more oft 
governors to examine the perſon or perſons brought 
before him; and without proof upon oath, by de- 
claration of the perſon bringing any ſuch, of any of 
the crimes of begging, robbing, ſtealing, or being idle 
and ſuſpicious perſons, and having no paſs, to com- 
mit them to the workhouſe, or houſe of correction, 
within his own limits; and to pay to all who appre- 
hend any criminal, one ſhilling, if the diſtance is 
leſs than a mile; and if more, a ſhilling for every 
mile, or as he ſhall ſee cauſe, to ſend them, if rob- 
bers or thieves, to the ſheriff of the county, who is 
hereby empowered to commit them either to the 
| — goal, or houſe of correction; and ſuch as 
are committed to the houſe of correction, for rob- 
bing or ſtealing, or any other crime, are to be com- 


pelled to work for their own fuſtenance, unto the 
day they are to be tried at their own defize, or till 


the judge who committed them think fit to try 
them by the common courſe of law; and with power 
to ſend them to the county goal for that purpoſe, | 
it found neceſſary. | 
10. That the governors of every workhouſe 
ſhall be left at full liberty to raiſe the neceſſary 
ſupplies for maintaining their poor, for providing 


materials for work, for hiring or building houſes, and = 
all other neceſſary expences in the-way which ſhall 


appear moſt eaſy, and agreeable, whether it be by 
charities, by this law, or the reſpective laws of 
England and Scotland prior to this, for taxing 
every pariſh for maintaining their poor, ſo as it ſhall 
be without begging : and for their encouragement, 
the governors of every workhouſe are hereby al- 
lowed to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies for the firſt 
year only, if it is found 1 within the my” 
2 0 
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of their ſeveral workhouſeg by way of lottery; to be 
drawn and managed in the way they think moſt 
proper; but if any diſtrict ſhall be obliged to raiſe 
the ſupplies by way of tax, the fame is to be laid 
on equally and juſtly upon every pariſh, by the go- 
vernors. It a ſixpenny-tax produce 18 1. in one pa- 
riſh, and but 12 1. in another, that ſhall be levied ; 
and ſo in proportion, tor taxations greater or les 
in every pariſh, 

11. That the miniſter of every pariſh, at the end 
of every year aiter this act takes place, ſhall certify 
to the ſheriff of the county the number of the poor 
maintained, the name of the pariſh, and in what 


_ diſtri, if conjoined, and what was the expence of 


his pariſh for that year; and this he ſhall do every 


year within thirty days after the year elapſes, un- 
der the penalty of 30 l. and the governors of every 


workhouſe, within the ſame time, ſhall tranſmit to 
the {heriff of the county every year, the number 
of the poor, the expence, the profits by work, and 


the names of thoſe who have been in the houſe of 


correctiog for that year, under the penalty of 30 l. 


Jointly and ſeverally. Both e to be levied by 
the ſheriff. 


12. That every ſheriff 1 is hereby empowered and 


required to appoint a fit perſon to proſecute all 


perſons before him, who ſhall tranſgreis this or any 


other law conſiſtent with this in favour of the poor, 

or jor diſcouraging begging and idleneſs; and that 
the ſheriff of ezch county tranſmit to the perſon or 

perſons, to be named by his majeſty to receive them, 


the whole certificates he receives from the above 
5 initters and goverpors within his county, with a 
lift 0 the pariſhes and diſtricts who have gdiſobeyed 
in whe or in part, and what procedure the perſon 
named to proſecute them has made; and that this 
peiſon be allowed, wb the heriff his full "_ 
an 


F 2+} 
and a fourth part of all penalties recovered for 
his trouble, and another fourth part to his in- | 
RE 

That the ſheriff of each county do viſit by 
himtelf, or his ſubſtitute, at leaſt once every year, 
every workhouſe in the county, under the penalty 
of 1001. or oftener, as he pleaſes, and enquire mi- 
nutely into the whole management, and add ſuch 
rules as he finds proper for promoting frugality and 
good order, and expunge ſuch as do not promate 


them, after hearing the directors pro and con; of 


which, and of all complaints from the poor, he i is 
to judge finally, and without appeal. 
14. That the perſon or perſons to be named by 
his majeſty, receive and record the certificates from 
the ſheriffs, and (if thought proper) tranſmit to the 
lord chief-baron of the exchequer of England, the 
certificates from all the counties of Great Britain, 
and to the lord chief- baron of Scotland, an at- 
teſted copy of the certificates from the counties in 
Scotland, with full power to the perſon or perſons 


do be named by his majeſty, (whom his majeſty is 
hereby humbly deſired to name and appoint, with 


a ſalary not exceeding 300 l. for Eng land, and 
200 l. for Scotland, payable out of = reſpective 
exchequers, upon tranſmitting the above certifi® 
| cates) to ſue the ſheriffs, within England and Scot- 
land, for the penalties which may or ſhall be reco- 
vered by them, and not paid in to the reſpective _ 
=exchequers, which they are hereby required to do, 
and for ſuch penalties as any of the ſheriffs may in- 
cur by neglecting their duty in fo far as concerns 
the laws relative 1 to the poor, before the barons of 
his majeſty's exchequer of England and Scotland 
reſpectively, in the moſt expeditious, ſummary, and 
leaſt expenſive way, by petition or complaint: in 
which the reſpective barns may, and are hereby 
| * required 
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required to judge, and their judgment t to be final, 
1 appeal. 

. To put a ſtop to the abuſe of the laws with 
regard to ſettlements, it is declared lawful for all 
rſons to ſeek for work where they can find it ; 
and that the ſettlement of every poor perſon is de- 
clared to be the pariſh where the perſon is found 
ſeeking work, idle, ſuſpicious, or begging ; with 
liberty to the pariſh, where ſo found, to receive the 
perſon into their workhouſe, or at their own 
| Expence, in a humane way, to carry ſuch to 
the pariſh where they can prove the perſon fo 


found continued longeſt at work, from ſeven 


ars of age to the time when found z or to ſuch 
pariſh or diſtri where the perſon was found beg- 
ging or ſeeking work, and was neither taken up, nor 


frurniſhed with work; and upon proof of this be- 


fore any one governor of a wo A the ſheriff 
or juſtice of peace of the county where the perſon 
bs to be carried, the perſon is to be adjudged to be- 
long to the parih where he or ſhe was found ſeeking 
work, or begging, and was not taken up; or if car- 
ried to the pariſh where he wrought longeſt, and 
proof made of it, to belong to, and to be received 
by either of the pariſhes, where firſt carried, and 
the proof made, under the penalty of 20 1. and if 
the pariſh, carrying the perſon, fail in the proof, 
they are to take back and maintain the perſon in 
their own workhoule, under the fame penalty; and 
in caſe the perſon is under ſeven or eight years of 
age, the ſettlement is declared to be the pariſh in 
which ſuch was laſt found idle or begging, and not 
taken up, or the pariſh in which ſuch was born, 
and continued for three years, where ſuch may be 
carried by the pariſh firſt taking them up; and up- 
on proof, to be received, or upon failure of proof, 
to be + arcades in the ſame way, and under the ſame 
1 2 
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„ 
penalties as laſt mentioned; and in every other caſe, 
the ſettlement is declared to be the pariſh where it 


can be proved ſuch perſon was ſeen begging or ſeek- 
ing work, and was not taken up. 


And it is hereby further enacted, That if any pa- 
riſh is poor, or hath many poor, and is not well able . 


to ſupport them, the ſheriff of each county, upon ap- 
plication, is hereby empowered. to grant warrants 
for a voluntary collection in the neighbouring pa- 
riſh or pariſhes, or through the whole county; or 
do tax a rich pariſh or pariſhes, or the whole coun- 
ty, for the relief of ſuch pariſh, if not relieved by a 


voluntary collection. And it is hereby enacted, That 


the governors of every workhouſe ſhall bear their 


own charges ; and that none eat or drink at the 
expence of the pariſh or diſtrict, but the poor, the 3» 


maſter and miſtreſs, and ſervants under them. 


And it is further enacted, That the ſheriff of 
each county (Middleſex only excepted) ſhall be 
maſter of the revels within his county, with power 
to tax all public diverſions and ſhews, ſo as not to 

exceed one third or fourth of the whole gain free 
of all expence ; which taxation is to be applied for 


enlarging the houſe of correction of the head-burgh 


of the county, and for providing work for robbers, 
| thieves, and incorrigible rogues ; and no perſon is 
to exhibit or perform any ſhews or diverſions, with- 

out liberty from the ſheriff, or his ſubſtitute, under 


| the penalty of 2001. to be levied by the ſheriff. 


% 
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AR GUMENTS in Support of the fores 
Rh propoſed for a Law. 


81. Y the above it appears, ben compared 

with the laws in force, that very little 
new is to be enacted, except as to the method 
for rendering the law practicable, and the ex- 
ecution eaſy. Therefore every pariſh is left at 
liberty to do what is enacted by itfelf, or in con- 
junction with other neighbouring pariſhes, as they 
can agree; if they cannot, the ſheriff of every coun- 
ty, who by his office is the principal conſervator of 
the policy and peace of his country, and obliged 
to put the laws in execution, is, with ſubmiſſion, 
the moſt proper perſon to order every thing that | 
concerns the poor. 
One fingle man clothed with power, indepen- 
dent upon the time and will of others, can in one 


day do more good, than a multitude in a whole 
"year; and therefore rhe execution of the laws 


ſhould never be committed to many, when one 
can do it. 


The ie of ſuch a law, ſo much fr __ : 


benefit of the whole nation, in the London Gazette, 


and other news- papers, is the eaſieſt, cheapeſt, and 
moſt expeditious way to make it known in every 
corner of the kingdom; and it fixes the time in 
which every one concerned is to do his duty. : 
No appeal in matters concerning the poor, ſeems 
moſt reaſonable; becauſe the ſheriffs, their depu- 
ties, or ſubſtitutes, can lie under no temptation to 
judge wrong; and the conſequences of appeals, 
in little things, are often more hurtful to the ap- 
llants than a wrong judgment, as it takes them 
off from their buſineſs, learns them to be idle and 
* and often makes them ſpend a pound in 
ſeeking 


„ 
ſeeking redreſs. for a ſhilling, creates animoſities 
among neighbours and pariſhes, &c. which can- 
not be too carefully guarded againſt, nor fo eaſily, 
as by ſuffering no appeal in matters relative to the 
poor only, 1 | 5 
The penalties can hurt none, if the law is obeyed, 
and cannot be too great if diſobeyed; becauſe no 
good ſubject can believe he is above the law, and 
ought to know that the law is above every ſub- 
ject; but if they are too high, they can eaſily be 
made leſs, 8 . 

J 2. Experience in all parts has ſhewn how 
ablolutely neceſſary workhouſes are for repreſſing 
begging, &c. and how profitable, by reducing the 

pPoors- rates, where they have been uſed ; and how 
much more would they add to the public benefit, 
if a room or two were provided in each of them, 
for the correction of petty pilferers, idlers, and ſuſ- 

Picious perſons, who, without expence, fo ſoon as 
apprehended by any, could, by one of the gover- 

. hors of the workhouſe, be immediately ſet to hard 
or ordinary labour, as the crime deſerved,  _ 
583. To prevent the neceſlity of ſtarving, ſteal- * 
=_ % = 
$ 4. and g. ſpeak for themſelves. 7 
9086. As none of the laws and rules for the 

government of the workhouſe can take place till 


y, 


. 
. —  _— ——— . ˙ — 


approved by the ſheriff, there can be no fear of 
_ any bad conſequences” oo one iy ning nn 
57. Every one will give the more chearfully 
| When he has power, not DIY bo adviſe, but to ſee 
that what he gives is profitably laid out, and that 
the delign of it is to prevent and check frauds and 
miſmanagement, 5 
. <4 8: neceflary and Pla. 
$ 9. is new but. moſt reaſonable, as it only 
augments the number who may lawfully appre- 
5 )) 


0} 
hend and commit robbers, thieves, beggars, and 
all idle and ſuſpicious perſons, without expence or 
trouble to the nation; and as it is the intereſt of 
the kingdom that ſuch ſhould be apprehended, fo 
it is every one's duty to be aiding in it, and every 
one ought to have power ſo to do; and as oaths 
are already too frequent, a declaration is ſufficient 
for committing a beggar, &c. _—— 
8 10. leaves the pariſh or diſtrict at liberty 
to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies by charity, or by 
tax, or by both, or by lottery, if the inhabitants in- 
cline fo to do; which may be allowed reaſonable for 
once, as the expence of the firſt year may be double, 
or more than double, of whatever it can coſt again 
after the purchaſe of houſes and materials, and let- 
ting the poor to work ; and the conjoined pariſhes 
are at liberty to agree among themſelves in what 
proportion they are to pay, whether according t 
the number of poor they lend, or otherways. \ 
8 11. As the ſheriff is the proper perſon to have 
the general inſpection of the county, ſo is the 
minifter for inſpection of the pariſh, as he is by 
his office bound to inſtruct and take care of the 
poor; therefore this certificate is required: and as 
they are declared conſtant governors, without any 
other compulſion than what the duty of their office 
binds them to, the ſmall trouble of giving the 
certificate required once every year to the ſheriff, 
which is the only check upon the certificates from 
the governors, under a penalty in caſe of diſobe- 
dience by any wrong- headed clergyman, will by 
all other clergymen be thought moſt reaſonable, 
as proteſtants own their ſubjection to the civil 
magiſtrate: the reaſon of the governors tranſmit- 
ting a certificate is, that the ſheriff may be well 
: informed of the ſtate of the poor in the 8 
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and that ſuch a certificate being to be given may | 


make them act the more cautiouſly. 
$ 12. This no doubt will put the ſheriff to 


ſome trouble and expence; but as it is neceſſary, 


no good man will grudge it, when he conſiders the 
great good to the nation ariling therefrom; that in 


England, for the moſt part, this will be but for once 


in his life; in Scotland the ſheriff is paid for his 
ſervice annually, and the ſingle conſideration that 
the number of felons muſt decreaſe annually, and 
the lives of many be ſpared by finding them work, 
and not obliging them to pilfer or ſtarve, will "Tg 


mount every difficulty, and make every thing eaſy, 
when he has in his eye the good of his country, and 


the ſaving the lives of his fellow ſubjects; and if 


this ſingle law be enacted and duly obſerved, it may 


reaſonably be expected that, in two or three years, 
as few will ſuffer in Grear-Britain for robbing or 


theft, as in any” the belt governed nation in all 


Europe. 


$13. The naming the nerſon or 1 who ſhall 
have power to ſee the laws relative to the poor put in 8 


execution, is not new, but as old as the year 1698 


at which time the late glorious king William, 2 


the then parliament of Scotland, gave this power 


to the privy- council: they wiſely conſidered theſe 


laws as a beautiful and uſeful machine, conſiſting 
of wheels and ſprings, which, when wound up 


and in motion, is of great uſe ; but when the ſpring 
of motion is allowed to go down, and none to 


wind it up, it muſt ſtand as 2 piece of uſeleſs and 


hurtful lumber, till it is again put in motion and 


made uſeful. But as the privy-council of Scotland 
was at a great diſtance from his majeſty, no ſuch 
commiſſion was ever granted : and tho” in his late 
majeſty's reiga and the beginning of his preſent 
majeſty” s, from 1722 to 1733, above ſeventy or 
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eighty workhouſes were built; yet for want of a 


new law, and a perſon to ſee it put in exe- 
cution, and to keep up the then public ſpirit, the 


machine is again without motion, and this law is 


propoſed to ſet it again in motion, and to con- 
tinue it for ever. The law is plain and ſimple: 
each county is divided into diſtricts, conſiſting of 


one or more pariſhes ; theſe diſtricts are to hire 


or build workhouſes, to provide materials for work 


and maintainance to the poor, to ſuffer none to beg, 


chooſe managers ; theſe are declar orporation 


in law, with power to make rules and by-laws; theſe 
and their management are left open to the inſpection 


of every contributor they ſerve for two years; the 
one halt new every year; have the powers of juſtices 
of the peace, in ſo far as concerns the poor within 


their own limits; are left at liberty in what man- 
ner to raiſe the neceſſary ſupplies; indulged with 


a lottery the firſt year; the miniſters of every 


pariſh, and the managers of every diſtrict, - are 
to fend to the ſheriff certificates of the ſtate of 
every pariſh and diſtrict ; and the ſheriff is to ſend 
theſe to one to be named by his majeſty to receive 
them; to appoint one to proſecute for the penalties 
incurred, and tranſmit them to the exchequer; is 
to viſit once a year the workhouſe of his county; 


to hear all complaints, and to judge of them with- 


out appeal; the perſon to be named is to tranf- 
mit theſe certificates to the exchequer, and to have 
power to proſecute the ſherifis neglecting that 
duty, and to receive no ſalary till he tranſmit 
them: which office ought to be for life, that he 


may not be afraid to do his duty; and one is eafily_ 
capable of ſetting the whole machine in motion, 


both in England and Scotland, by having one 
office and one clerk in London, and another in 


Edinburgh, and the above 5004, will defray 
| : „ 
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the charges, which ſurely will not be thought ex- 
travagant to compleat and carry on a work of to 
much advantage to the nation, and of ſo much 
glory and renown to his majeſty” s reign, 

$ 14, And as paſt experience has ſhewr, that all 
other methods hitherto tried have proved ineffec- 
tual; this method, at firſt found out by ſo great a 
prince as king William, and now adapted to the 
preſent law, may be tried, if his majeſty and the 
PR parliament think fit ſo to do. 

. Settlements, tho' well deſigned, for want 
of E and materials for the poor to work, 
had many bad conſequences, ſuch as perſecution, 
animoſities among neighbours, idleneſs, and great 
waſte of time and money in finding conſtables, 
attending juſtices of peace, the quarter ſeſſions, 
ſearching out witneſſes, attending appeals, even 
ſometimes to Weltminſter-hall, &c. Here the 
ſettlement of a poor perſon is not where he was 
born, nor where his parents live; becauſe it is 
often the caſe, that a poor perſon was born in the 
pariſh A. his parents live in B. and the perſon has 
laboured ten, twenty, or thirty years in C. and the 
pariſh D. finds him idle or begging. The law 
here provides that D. may put him into their own 
workhouſe, (and, if able to work, will rather be a 
gainer than a loſer by fo doing, and have no 
trouble); but if not able to work, and D. wants to 
get free of him, is it not more juſt and reaſonable 
that C. ſhould maintain him, who had the benefit 

of his labour for ſo many years, than A. ang; B. 3 
where he never laboured ? : 

When the perſon is under ſeven or eight years of 
age, the ſettlement is made where found idle, or 
begging, and not taken up, by way of puniſhment, 
or where he was born, if the parents had wrought 
jor ſome time there: ia every other caſe 0 ſettle⸗ 
| | ment 
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ment is where found, or where laſt found begging, 
and not taken up; which ſettlements will be eaſily 
known, and not at any great diſtance, and will be 
a ſpur to pariſhes to ſutfer none to beg without 
taking them up, .leſt Being found in another pa- 
riſh, they be taken up, and returned upon the 
pariſh which did not apprehend them, as their legal 
ſettlement, and juſtly, for ſuffering them to beg, in 
breach of 10 good a law. 

And it is no good objection that many may be 
found in a pariſh, at the time the law takes place, 
who do not belong to it: this is poſſible, but more 

Imaginary than probable ; for every pariſh has its 
Chance, and nothing more fluctuating than the poor: 
beſides, the objection reaches only to firangers, 
The khown poor of the county can eaſily be ſent 
to their reſpective eee ts, and they will na- 
turally chooſe it; ſtrangers for the moſt part are 
ſtrong and able to work, and no loſs to a Pariſh - 
which can furniſh work. 

Ihe true cauſe of the barbarity uſed, in whipping 
the poor from pariſh to pariſh, was this: the pariſh 
| where they were found had no materials n! 
for giving them work, nor no workhouſe for 
them to work in. The expence of ſuch an idle 
perſon may be reckoje at 47. or 4/1. 10s. The 
appearance of ten ſucl/is 40 J. or 45 l. twenty 801. 
or 90 J. thirty 120 J. or 135 J. Such a ſum was a juſt 
cauſe of alarm; and if every thirty idle people coſts 
the nation the ſum of 1201. or 350. what e 
hundreds and thouſands coſt? 
But as ſuch houſes and materials are now to be 
found by law in every pariſh or diſtrict, the cauſe of 
the alarm ceaſes; and it every ſturdy beggar, or per- 
ſion willing to work, but cannot find work, can earn 

61. yearly, and be maintained for 41. 105. the 

gain of one is, to che workhouſe, 11. 10. of ten 


152 hls 
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1 fl. of twenty 301. thirty 451. which 451. dimi- 
Diſhes the poor's rates ſo much yearly : and a well 
regulated workhouſe wlil rather invite than diſ- 
courage ſtrangers ; becauſe the more they can fur- 
niſh work to, "whe: lets will their rates be, and the 
nation in a few years will be convinced that the 
Dutch, who refuſe none, are in this reſpe&t much 
wiſer than we. 

This alone may convince the whole nation how 
neceffary it is for its well being, and to prevent its 
ruin, to force induſtry, and prevent begging, idle- 
neſs, and ſloth by a law; in framing of "which, an 
excellent author ſays, a whole ſeſſion of parliament 
could not be better ſpent, as it would in a great 

meaſure be the death of robbery, theft, and idle- 


nes, without blood, and the parent of induſtry, 


virtue, morality, and riches, without expence, after 
_ providing workhouſes, and materials for work. 

Rouſe thyſelf then, O Britain, rouſe thyſelf 
quickly, and let not even the expence of a 


PFrench war terrify or fright thee from doing what 


is ſo humane and profitable, not only to the poor 
of thy people, but to chyſelf. 

If it be alledged, that begging in times of ſcarcity : 
with badges ought to be allowed; this is a bad 


plüwkẽkea, becauſe few or none are able to beg, but are 


able either to work, or overſee children or others 
working; and if they can but earn a penny a day. 
| that is 11 105. yearly profit to the pariſh, and 


juſt as much loſs if allowed to beg; and therefore 


| begging upon no account ought to be allowed. 

| The paragraph of relief is only a mitigation of 

the 43d of Eliz. allowing a collection, firſt to pre- 
vent a tax, which, if not ſucceſsful, the ſheriff has 
no more power chan the juſtices of the peace have 
Juſt now by that law: and as to the laſt, diverſions 
are the parents of Arden, and can never be too 
| | every 
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ſeverely taxed. The Dutch tax them for mainte- 
nance of their poor to the extent, ſometimes, of 

the one half of the gain; and it is hoped the rea- 
ſonableneſs of the thing, and the application to ſo 
good a purpoſe, will carry chis clauſe without any 
3 if poſſible ; it not, with as few as may 

e. 
Ik it is objected, that what is very profitable will be 
done without a law enforcing it, it is but reaſonable 
to think ſo; but daily experience teaches the reverſe, 
even in private concerns, and much more in things 
public. One ill- natured miſer in a pariſh is capable 
of doing more harm, than the whole can do good; 
and without a law to force him, never will do any 
thing for the public, or for the poor; therefore a 
_ law enacting, ; in as general comprehenſive words as 
poſſible, what is to be done by the ſubject, with 
full and ample powers to thoſe who are to manage 
for the public, and put the ſame in execution; and 
at the ſame time to leave to the ſubject the way he 
Mall chooſe as the moſt eaſy to fulfill the law, with 
ſevere penalties in caſe he fail, is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. „ 
It 18 quite indifferent to the nation, in what man- 
ner robbery, thieving, begg ing, an idleneſs be 
reſtrained, or induſtry and virtue be promoted; but 


it is a matter of the higheſt concern to reſtrain the 
one, and promote the other. | 


Let one repreſent to his eye a path or county. 


or if he pleaſes a nation, void of honeſty, chaſtity, - 


virtue, and morality, begging, ſtealing, robbing, 
idling; and at the ſame time a nation "hank" no- 


a thing was to be ſeen but honeſty, chaſtity, virtue, 
morality, and induſtry, without one idle perſon: 


how ſhocking is the firſt, how pleaſant and 2 
lightful the laſt! 


/ T8 } 
If perſons of all ranks could but be copfuaded 


once every morning, but for a few moments, 
ſeriouſly to look upon theſe two very oppoſite 
pictures, and conſider the duty they owe to their 
God, their king, and their country, this law 
would be chearfully, ſpeedily, and unanimouſly 
enacted, and as chearfully, ſpeedily, and unani- 
mouſly obeyed, 


AepxNnDix, or Hints, from which may be 
drawn ſuch Rules for the government of 
Workhouſes, as wil make 1 it more eaſy for 


* the Governors, | 5 i 
1. A 8 ſoon as the governors are choſen, they 
| may meet and chooſe a preſes for the week, 
month, quarter, or year. 
2. They may divide themſelves into committees, 
one to form a plan for hiring or building a wor- 
houſe, a houſe of correction, and hoſpital, advertiſe 
; propoſals, receive eſtimates of hiring or building, &c. 
another for forming a plan for purchaſing materials 
and inftruments for work, receive eſtimates, &c. 
A third for proviſions, wholeſome and cheap, for 
ready- money, or to be paid weekly. A fourth to 
receive, from the miniſter and overſeers of every pa- 
riſh, the names of the poor in the dittrict, their ages, 
infirmities, &c. which, when well conſidered, will 
give the governors a pretty clear notion or the 
whole expence. | 
* Theſe committees may conſiſt of one or more 
perſons, (tho? the committee of one is the moſt ex- 
peditious and profitable) who are to report to the 
whole, of whom may be declared a quorum, 
who may amend, approve, « or diſapprove. 


— 


3. They 
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4; They may appoint as many general meetings 
as they find neceſſary, with a power to the weekly 
governor to call a general meeting at any time. 

4. After finding out, as near as poſſible, the num- 
bers of the poor, and expence of the houſe, a com- 
mittee may be named for raifing the ſame, in which 
the law is to be the rule. Pot. 

5. From the publication of the act, to near the 
time of taking in the poor to the houſe, they may 
be at pains to find out an induſtrious frugal maſter 
and miſtreſs, well ſkilled in the work propoſed to 
be carried on in the workhouſe, and may chooſe fuch 
with power to them, with the ene of the 
weekly governors to chooſe the ſervants under them 


= 2 of the poor ; and if all cannot be had from 


them, to hire ſuch as are abſolutely neceſſary for. 
teaching to cook, waſh, &c. 
6. To make ſuch rules and by- laws as may be 
found neceſſary to be preſented | to the ſheriff for his 
approbation. 1 


cor v of what is practiſed in St. Andrew's Pariſh 
Workhouſe, Holborn. 


: "THERE are ſixteen managers, five of whom make 
a a quorum, who meet monthly to inſpect the 
management of the workhouſe; but every gentle- 
man contributing may attend 45d aſſiſt the mana- 


gers or governors. 


Theſe managers, in their turns, viſit the a. 
houſe twice or thrice a week, to redreſs all difficul- 


dies which may occur to the maſter, and hear com- 5 


aints. 
Their family conſiſts of a | maſter and matron, and 


＋ 
| 7 Od men and women of which two are 89 
years of age, and one an Kot) SPIT in 
picking vakum, e 
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14 Women and boys ſpin. 
9 Knot yarn into caps for ſeamen, 
2 Make the woollen cloaths. 
2 The linen. 
2 Cooks conſtantly attend the kitchen, 
4 Get up the linen, and waſh for the houſe, 
2 Make beds, clean and waſh the houſe, 
2 Mend cloaths, linen, and woollen. 
3 Nurſe thoſe that are in the * 
I School miſtreſs. 
21 Children at ſchool, in rotation, as chey e. can 
be ſpared from their work. 
1 Child nurſed, 
2 3 


— 


62 in all, employed as above in the wien of 


| the houſe. Here proviſions are brought by the 


managers, and the maſter keeps a ſtrict account; 
and for that and other purpoſes there is, 1. a minute 


book for the orders of the managers, tor admiſſion 
of the poor, buying proviſions, materials to cloath 
or employ them, with the manager's name who 


gives the order. 


** thing. 


And there is, 2. the admiſſion- bock, ruled with 


ten columns, to expreſs in one line the follow- i 
ing particulars; time of admiſſion, number of per- 
ſons admitted, their names, ages, by whom admitted, 


to what employment put, when diſcharged, by be- 


ing put apprentice, ſent to the hoſpital, or dead. 

3. Wearing apparel-book, where is noted what 
46 brought by « each perſon into the houſe, which is 
immediately cleaned, 2 they want is fur- 
niſhed out of the houſe war 


drobe, and examined 
once a month, to ſee if any pion has embezzled 


8 4. A 


aw 


I Es 


4A waſte book, in which every thing brought 
into, or carried out of the houſe, is entered, or an 
account, of particulars kept on file. 
The journal, which is a fair cranſcript of the 
* book, thus: 


Received into 85 houſe, 
Saturday, September 19, A te. 0 


8 halt-peck loaves. » 1. 8 
14 Quarts of milk - - 0 I F 
80 Pounds of beef 0 16 8 

3: Pee 1 ͤ 7 


= -- Total — 4 1 
Sunday i in the ſame way : which is thence poſted | 

into another book, called 

6. The ledger; which ſhews at one view a day, 

a week, a month, or a year's account, or en 

on every article of proviſion. 
In other workhouſes a minute book and ledger 
[ 1s found ſufficient ; but the governors will judge 
1 beſt of this, and be careful o avoid all eee, 
=. 3 15 


0 RDT RS to be obſerved in Workhouſes. - 


10 E AT all perſons, upon their admiſſion, | 
| deliver up what houſehold goods and 
3 cloaths they are poſſeſſed of, to the maſter, in or- 

7 der to be cleaned and made uſeful for the ſervice 
of the houſe ; that they be new cloathed, and have 
their proper apartments and employ ments aſſigned 
them by the maſter; and if any perſon ſhall con- 
cea! any thing, ſuch as linen or woollen, with an in- 
q eng ro ſteal or embezzle the ſame, ſuch perſon ſhall 
2; puniſned by the weekly g governor, or if needful, 

by two or more, as the crime deſerves. FR 
II. That 


E * 


II. That prayers be read or ſaid every morning 
before breakfaſt, and every evening before ſupper ; ; 
and that a grace be ſaid before and after each meal; 
and that all thoſe who are able, and do not attend | 
Prayers, are to loſe their next dinner. 
III. All that are able, and in health, to go every 
— Sunday to church, morning and afternoon ; that 
they return home as ſoon as s divine ſervice is over; ; 
and if they be found loitering or begging by the 
way, to loſe their next meal : if at any time they 
get drunk, or are guilty of profane curling or ſwear- 
ing, to be puniſhed in the ſtocks, or as the weekly 
| governor fees proper; and to be debarred going | 
out during the maſter's pleaſure. - 
IV. That no perſon preſume to go out of the 
ſtreet, or public door leading from the preſcribed 
bounds, without a ticket of leave from the maſter 
or miſtreſs, to return in good order at the time ap- 
pointed, or to be denied going out for fix months | 


afterwards. 


V. That no diſtilled liquor, or other ſtrong drink, 
be brought into the houſe ; and whoever ſhall dic. 
turb the houſe by brawling, quarrelling, fighting, 
or abuſive language, ſhall loſe one day's meat, and 
for the ſecond offence be put into the dungeon 
twenty- four hours. 


VI. That every perſon in health ſhall be kept to 


ſuch labour as they can well do, from the firſt of 


March to the firſt of October, to work from ſix to 
| ix or ſeven; from the firſt of October to the firſt of 
March, from ſeven to five or fix; and if any grown 
perſon refuſe to work, to be kept on bread and wa- 
ter in the dungeon, till he is willing to work. The 
children to be corrected by the maſter. 5 

VII. That all perſons, ako through idleneſs may 
pretend themſelves ſick, lame, or infirm, ſo as to be 
kxculed from work, ſuch impoſtors ſo di _— 
either 


eh 
as by their ſtomachs or by the phyſician, ſhall 


1 puniſhed by the weekly governors, by reſtrict- 


g his allowance of meals, confinement in the dun- 
8 ſtocks, or ſtanding with a paper on his breaſt, 
while the reſt are at dinner. 

VIII. That a bell be rung every morning in the 
ſummer by five, and in the winter by ſix, for the 
healthful people to riſe to work, and to go to bed 
in ſummer by nine, in the winter by eight; and that 


the maſter ſee all the candles of the men and boys, 


and the miſtreſs thoſe of the women and girls, put 


out at that time. 


IX. That all the beds be made by thoſe who lie 


in them, by turns, as ſoon as thoſe who are in health, 
riſe; the reſt (or all) by ſervants before the hour of 


the rooms and paſlages ſwept before 


to be waſhed times a week in ſummer, and 


in winter, the diſhes to be waſhed after every 


meal, no waſte fire to be made, in ſummer none at 
all, except in the infirmary, kitchen, and waſh-houle, 
in time of waſhing and ironing. 


X. That all the children be waſhed: amd cleaned - 


by in the morning, and ſome proper perſon choſen 
to teach them to read, to labour and work in ſuch 
things as may be moſt beneficial; and likewiſe as 
they grow up, to be taught to write and caſt ac- 
compts, to fit them for apprenticeſhips, and not per- 
mitted to play until they have finiſhed their taſk. 


XI. That all the proviſions be cleanly and well 


1 dreſſed, to go to breakfaſt in ſummer at eight, in 
winter at nine, dinner all the year at one, ſupper 
22 or eight, to be allowed half an hour at break- 


fa 


an hour at dinner; and all they who have not 


done their taſk by ſupper, to work afterwards till 
| kniſhed; and great care is to be taken tha: they ſit 
decently at meat. 


XII. T hat 


* 


Houle. 
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XII. That the nurſes take care to mend all the 
linen and cloaths; when any perſon dies to deliver 


the cloaths clean and neat to the maſter, to be laid 
up in the wardrobe or ſtore-room, and alſo eve 


thing elſe they die poſſeſſed of, for the ute of che 


XIII. That if any perſon fall ſick or ame, no- 
tice to be given to the apothecary or ſurgeon with 
all convenient ſpeed to be taken care of; and ſuch 

other victuals than what is daily uſed be allotted to 

2 1 as ſhall be thought proper by the Phy- 
ician. 

XIV. That no penſion be allowed to any pen- 


ſioner out of the houſe, unleſs in caſe of lunacy, 
_ plague, ſmall-pox, foul diſeaſe, or ideotiſm, and 


that the money collected for the uſe of the poor be 


applied for that purpoſe. | . 
XV. That no perſon be een to monk in 


mer, ſeven or eight in the winter, and at one in the 
afternoon; and if any of the ſaid perſons be miſ- 


| bed, or in any room of the houſe, upon pain of be- 
ing put ſix hours in the dungeon. 
XVI. That a book be kept, wherein the names 


and ſurnames of every grown perſon ſhall be ſer 


_ down, and called every morning by ſix in the ſum- 


ſing, or a 2 other offences committed by any in the 
haouſe, the ſame ſhall be noted and ſet down, in or- 


der that the offender may be examined by the ; 


weekly governor, and puniſhed. 


þ 


XVII. That the weekly governor be at the houſe 


twice every week, to weigh and value all manner of 


proviſions that come in, whether wholeſome and 


good, according to the contract, and to examine 
into the management of the maſter and miſtreſs; 
and likewiſe to hear the complaints and grievances 


of the poor (if any) and to puniſh or report to the 
| governors at next meeting. Hr 


XVII, 
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XVII That every perſon endeavour to RO a 
unity, and look upon themſelves as one fa- 
ies ; and to prevent any diſpute which may create 
differences among themſelves by forging or telling 
lies, ſuch perſon ſo offending (upon good proof) 
ſhall be ſet on a ſtool in the moſt public place of the 
dining room, with a paper put on his breaſt, while 
at dinner, with theſe words wrote, wh n A 
and likewiſe to loſe that meal. 
XIX. That care be taken that none of the ma- 
| terials be waſted or ſpoiled ; that there be no de- 
facing of walls, or breaking of windows; and that 
theſe orders be publickly read once 1n every week, 
that none may pretend ignorance. 
In ſome houſes, thoſe who have been 3 
keepers in repute, are lodged in the beſt apart- 
ments, and eat at a different table, that they may 
not be incommoded by the noiſe of the common 
poor, who are clamorous and unaccuſtomed to good 
manners. 
Some are not allowed to go to chnrch in the 
afternoon, but attend prayers and reading the ſcrip: 


tures at home, to prevent golliping and coming © ale 


home late. 
In ſome the maſter not only keeps xa ac- 
counts of proviſions received and expended, but of 
all work, what is delivered to each perſon, and 
What is received back each day, which accounts 
- ought to be well. looked into by the weekly So: 


_ Vernor. 


The poor to his e by order of the weekly 7 
governor, in his abſence by the maſter, or imme- 
diately ſent to their reſpective ſettlements, as the law 
now directs, that none may beg or be idle; up- 
on admiſhon be examined by the nurſes or ſur- 
geon, if free of diſcaſe, and clean: and that ſepa- 

| Tate 


\ 
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Tate wakds be allig nod to ſuch as are not "Of in due | 


time, that others , not infected. 


That each may have two ſhirts, one clean every | 


eek; and be marked with their name. 


That the girls may be inſtructed (as far as the 
cook and other ſervants can inſtru&t them) in 


cookery, houſewifery, walhing, {couring, &c. by 


turns. 


That worm wood be provided to fumigate the 


wärds; rooms; and infirmaries, be uſed in waſhing 

linen and in beds; and to be laid in all bed ſnheets. 
In ſome the houſe is viſited by one of the go- 

vernors every day, who is to view every ward, the 


manufactures, materials, and proviſions ; to give 
audience to all the poor who delire it, to ſee pro- 
viſions brought in, weighed, and meaſured, and 


the weight and meaſure entered, to prevent fraud. 


And a general viewis to be taken four times a year 


by all the governors, of all the poor in the work- 
| houſe their particular circumſtances to be exa- 


mined, what work they are empioyed in, how they 
behave, what children are fit to be pur apprentices, 


vr to ſervice, and to hear the complaints of che 
poor. 


out any thing belonging to the houſe, he is to ſtop 


them, and give immediate notice to the maſter, that 
enquiry and lcarch, if . may be forthwith 


None of the poor are to alk for money or drink 


from any who come to view the workkouſe, there 
| being a box for them. 


It any of the poor know of gny offence and do 
not diſcover ir, he ſhall be held as guilty of the 


G offence 3 


FR ¹ WIDT eo 


If any deſire to ſpeak w with any of the poor, tho : 
their neareſt relations, the door- Keeper is not to 
call them without leave; and if he ſuſpect the 
bringing in of any ſtrong waters, or the carrying | 
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offence; if ke diſcover | it, he ſhall have a feward 


from the maſter. | 

That the nurſes take care to ſearch alt the beds ; 
for fleas, buggs, aud other vermin once a week, 
or oftner. 

That children from three years of 'n age to five, 
be taught to read, from five to nine to "work, and 
read an hour or two every day, from nine to write 
and caſt accounts for two hours every dax. 
When any perſon dies, the nurſe attending that 
ward, ſhail immediately go for a coffin, and the 


dead perſon being decently laid in the coffin, ſhall 


be brought to the room een for that purpoſo: * 


if ſhe negleft, to be puniſhed, 


| Every ſervant to have a ſmall weekly, monthly, 
or quarterly reward, as they are careful, and the 
poor according to the quantity of work wrought, 


regard being had to the age or infirmity of the 


perſon ; wages for maſters, miſtreſſes, and ſervants, 
muſt be according to the rates of the enen and 


what they do. 


Some bake their own \ bread, and brew their own 
ale, others contract for theſe with the brewers and 


bakers by turns, or as beſt and cheapeſt ſerved for 
theſe, and every thing neceflary for the houſe, con- 
tracts may be entered into; money may be bor- 
rowed for building, &c. and paid by degrees with - 


out augmenting the yearly rates. 
Bills of fare muſt be regulated according to the 


cuſtom of the county, and in countty places wy . 


be ſuch as farmers give their ſervants, ' | 
If two or more pariſhes agree to have ont | 
workhoule, they need do no more but write down 


the heads of agreement, and preſent them to the 
| ſheriff when he comes to divide the county intg. 
diftrifts z ; ne his app! robation by making them a 


Adiftrict, 


wo" 


{ 43 
Aſtrid, ' confirms the agreement which the la 
allows them to make. 
In the firſt election of governors, perſons of tag 

high or too low a rank ought not to be choſen Y 
ſee 43 of Eliz, 2. where the church-wardens and 
four, three, or two houſholders are appointed ga- 
vernors; thoſe of a high rank do not, nor can- 
not, for the moſt part, know the tempers of poor 
ople, their diſpoſitions, or how they are to be 
managed; too low people have not time to ſpare 
for ſuch purpoſes; therefore ' thoſe of ſmall 
eſtates, merchants, ſubſtantial tradeſmen, an 
farmers who live conſtantly in the diſtrict, will be 
the moſt proper gavernors: but all of the hicheſt de- 
gree are not to be excluded ; becauſe ſome of thoſe, - 

who have noble and public ſpirits, hearts full of 
love to their country, and a fellow-feeling with the 
poor, have been at pains to conſider and know their 
| Caſe, and therefore are the moſt proper tor gover- 
: nors, eſpecially at firſt. 
Dunanimity in diſtricts and governors to do what 
is enacted, as far as poſſible, will be of great ſer- 
vice; none myft expect a perfect law; if it is prac- 
ticable it ought to be done; if any thing» better 
occurs, it may be made known to the ſheriffs, by 
them to the perſons to be named by his majeſty, 
and by them to parliament for an amendment, 
From theſe imperfect hints, it is hoped the g- 
pernors of no workhouſe can be at a loſs to form 
ſuch by-laws and regulations as may beſt ſuit them, 
and their own ſagacity will furniſh them with ſuch 

as may be neceſſary for their particular houſe, and are 
not hinted at here; and it is not doubted bur, by the 
bleſſing of God, the whole nation will reap the be- 
nefit, and that every n; a few years, by 

paying to the workhoule, will ſave the one half 
bf what they now give to the poor; that the or 
will 


— — —— — 


* — — — * * 
— ——— — — —— — 


ful 
Fill be better provided, induſtry prothbted; be: 


Ping and idlenels; with their hideous train of vices 


anch immoralities ſuppreſſed; if ſoz what happy 


s may Britain yet expect 
I have only one favour to aſk of the critics; 
which; is; that where they find fault they would 
be ſo kind to the public as to put ſomething bet- 
ter in its place; if not, ſilence is better than raiſing 
of duſt; becauſe as far as induſtry is preferable to 
idleneſs, fo fat is a law to promote the firſt and 
ſuppreſs the laſt, tho' in many reſpects imperfect, 
þtcterable to no law; - 
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